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imperial patriotism, with its talk of German unity and
German loyalty, which has already been used at the
Regensburg Reichstag to cloak the lack of any clearly-
conceived ideas and of any earnest spirit of self-sacrifice;
and which has filled energetic patriots, a great Elector, a
Frederick II., with bitter loathing. This vocabulary of
imperial patriotism has devolved upon us like some dubious
inheritance, and has since been supplemented by another
generation of new-fashioned catchwords.

" The fact that to-day we do feel ourselves with pride
to be one nation, we owe above all to the great age of
our literature. In most other countries national pride has
sprung from a full consciousness of the greatness of the
State ; in this new Germany of ours, out of the conscious-
ness that we are members of one nation, there has sprung
up the desire for an energetic consolidation of the power
of the German State. Yet, though we welcome this develop-
ment from within outwards as the surest sign of the inborn
nobility of the German nature, we are still suffering from
the evil consequences of such a very tortuous progress.
It was necessary, indeed, that Klopstock and the poets
of the War of Independence should extol the glory of the
German name in thrilling dithyrambs. It needed a great
aesthetic stimulus to stir the hearts of the obedient subjects
of the German minor princes, until they should embrace
their whole nation in a noble-hearted love. But when
to-day we still hear the vague catchwords of that old time
introduced into political debates, when it is imagined that a
profoundly important question of power can be settled by
the verse soweit die deutsche Zunge klingt,1 or by sentimental
claptrap about our good German brothers in Austria, then
we realise with a deep sense of shame, the power of phrases
in German politics/' 2

But it is impossible to expect political sense in a nation

1 i.e., " As far as German speech is heard."
a Hist, und -pol. Aufsdtzc, ii. pp. 100-101,